
The General Epistle of Jude

The Argument

 

Saint Jude admonisheth all Churches generally to take heed of deceivers which go about to draw away the hearts of the simple

people from the truth of God, and willeth them to have no society with such, whom he setteth forth in their lively colors,

showing by divers examples of the Scriptures what horrible vengeance is prepared for them: finally he comforteth the faithful

and exhorteth them to preserver in the doctrine of the Apostles of Jesus Christ.
 

J
ude a servant of JESUS CHRIST, and brother of

James, to them which are called and sanctified  aof God

the Father, and breserved to Jesus Christ: 1

2 Mercy unto you, and peace and love be multiplied.

3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the

comm on salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you

to exhort you, that ye should earnestly ccontend for the

maintenance of the faith, which was donce given unto the

Saints. 

4 For there are certain men crept in which were before of

old eordained to this condemnation: ungodly men they are

which turn the grace of our God into wantonness, and

*deny God the only Lord, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

5 I will therefore put you in remem brance, forasmuch as ye

once knew this, how that the Lord, after that he had

delivered the people out of Egypt, *destroyed them

afterward which fbelieved not.

6 The *Angels also which kept not their first ̂ estate, but left

their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains

under darkness unto the gjudgm ent of the great day.

7 As *Sodom and Gomorrhe, and the cities about them,

which in like manner as they did, comm itted, and followed
hstrange flesh, are set forth for an example, and suffer the

vengeance of eternal fire. 

8 Likewise notwithstanding these idreamers also defile the

flesh, and despise government, and speak evil of them that

are in authority.

9 Yet kMichael the Archangel, when he strove against the

devil, and disputed about the body of Moses, durst not

blame him with cursed speaking, but saith, lThe Lord

rebuke thee.

10 But these speak evil of those things, which they  know

not: and whatsoever things they know mnaturally, as

beasts, which are without reason, in those things they

corrupt themselves.

11 W o be unto them: for they have followed the way *of Cain,

and are cast away by the deceit *of Balaam’s wages, and

perish in the ngainesaying of *Core. 2

12 These are spots oin your feasts of charity when they feast

with you, without pall fear, feeding themselves: clouds they are

without water, carried about of winds, corrupt trees and without

fruit, twice dead, and plucked up by the roots.

13 They are the raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own

shame: they are wandering stars, to whom is reserved the

blackness of darkness forever.

14 And Enoch also the seventh from Adam, prophesied of

such, saying, *qBehold, the Lord cometh with thousands of h is

Saints,

15 To give judgm ent against a ll men, and to rebuke all the

ungodly among them of all their wicked deeds, which they have

ungodly comm itted, and of all their cruel speakings, which the

wicked sinners have spoken against him .

16 These are murm urers, complainers, walking after their own

lusts5: *whose m ouths speak  proud things, having men’s

persons in admiration, because of advantage.

17 But, ye beloved, remem ber the words which were spoken

before of the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ,

18 How that they told you that there should be m ockers *in the

last time, which walk after their own ungodly lusts.

19 These are makers of sects, fleshly, having rnot the Spirit.

20 But, ye beloved, edify yourselves in your most holy faith,

praying in the holie Ghost,

21 And keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the

mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, unto eternal life.

22 And have com passion of some, sin putting difference:

23 And other save with tfear, pu lling them out of the fire, and

hate even the ugarment spotted by the flesh.

24 Now unto him that is able to keep you, that ye fall not, and

to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with

joy, 

25 That is, to God only wise, our Saviour, be glory, and

majesty, & dominion, and power, both now and forever, Amen.
1 a T he fa ithful are  san ctified o f Go d the  Fath er in the  Son by the  holie G hos t.

1 b T hat he sh ould  kee p you , John  17.6

3 c Against the assaults of Satan and heretics.

3 d T hat w e sh ould  kee p it forever.

4 e He confirmeth their heart against the contemners of religion and Apostates,

showing that suc h m en  trouble  not th e C hurch  at all  adventures, but are appointed

thereunto by the determinate counsel of God.

4 *2 P et. 2.1

5 *Num. 14.37

5 f The ir incredulity was  the fo un tain  of all th eir evil.

6 *2 P et. 2.4

6 ^Or, original

6 g T hen  sha lbe the ir extrem e pu nishment.

7 *Gen. 19.24

7 h Most horrible pollutions.

8 i W hich  sho w the m selve s du ll and im pud ent.

9 k I t is most l ike that this example was writ  in some of those books of the Sc ripture

which are now lost, Num. 21.14, Jos. 10.13, 2 Chro. 9.29.

9 l  In Zach. 3.2 Christ under the name of the Angel rebuked Satan as knowing that

he wen t about to hin der the  Ch urch : but he re we  are ad m onished  not to s eek  to

revenge ourselves by evi l speaking, but to refer the thing to God.

10 m  By the ir carna l judgm ent.

11 *G en. 4 .8

11 *Num. 22.23, 2 Pet. 2.15

11 n Fo r as C ore, Dathan and Abiron rose up and spake against Moses, so do these

against the m  that  are  in au tho rity.

11 *N um . 16.1

12 o Th ese  were  general feasts which the faithful kept, partly to protect their brotherly love,

& partly to rel ieve the needy, Tertull ian Apologet chap. 39

12 p Either of God, or of his Church.

14 *R ev. 1.7

14 q This  say ing of Enoch might for the worthiness thereof have been as a common

saying among men of a ll  times, or else have been wri tten in some of those books wh ich

now rem ain  not: yet by the providence of God, so many are left  as are able to instruct us

in the fa ith of Jesus  Ch rist to salv ation, J ohn  20.31. 

16 5In un godliness an d iniq uity.

16 *Psal. 17.10

18 1  Tim . 4.1, 2 T im . 3.1, 2 P et. 3.3

19 r Of regeneration. , other by sharpness.

22 s Som e may be won with gentleness, other by sharpness.

23 t B y sharp er pro tests to  draw  them  out of d ang er.

23 u He  wills  not o nly to c ut of f the  evil b ut to  take aw ay all o cca sions which are as

preparation and accessories to the same.


